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To the Age of
New Methodology and Evaluation

It was with a great honor and a sense of
responsibility that I accepted the ATEM’ s presidency
post. Since then | have been contemplating how I can

contribute to this unique and active association.

Since the eras of the first president Prof. Suzuki and
the second president Prof. Soneda, the Association of
Teaching English with Movies (ATEM) has exploited the
potential of movies in EFL environments; we have shown
varieties of activity ranging form using movies for

communicative listening to understanding different culture.

Our 12-year research has been carried out through
conferences, journals, and various activities by our local
chapters, providing members with specific ideas on how
movie clips can be effectively used in class. It was also to
our advantage that movie media shifted from VHS, to LD
and to DVD, making it easier to use movies in multimedia
facilities and attracting attention from teachers eager to use

such new media in different perspective in class.

While the ATEM explored the potential of movie use in
various ways, it is also incumbent upon us to step forward. I
as the president have two key targets. The first is to put
more emphasis on evaluation of movie use in class. This
includes more empirical experiments, rather than teachers’
experience alone, to connect movie use with its effects.
This leads to more statistical and lexical analysis, such as
comparing vocabulary of two movies with standardized type
—token ratio, or examining effects of movie viewing from the
point of movie themes or weighted vocabulary indexing with
a specific vocabulary frequency list. I am hoping to show
more in statistical and scientific terms that movies DO have

positive effects on learners.

The second target is to provide our members with more
pedagogical information on present technology and
evaluation methods. Many members are still wondering how
they can retrieve sound and subtitles from DVDs, for
example. Other members might be at a loss as to how to
employ a particular vocabulary frequency list for movies for
lexical analysis, or how to compare comprehension scores
with and without movie ‘listening’ using a t—test or effect
size. It is necessary for the ATEM to provide analytical
‘tools’ and ‘methods’ for our members to promote further

research.
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- for your support to achieve these goals.
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