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About ATEM

ATEM is the acronym of The Association for Teaching
English through Movies, called in Japanese “Eiga Eigo
Kyouiku Gakkai.” Established March 18, 1995, ATEM is
an academic organization with the objective of the
active promotion of English language education
through the use of film, from theoretical to practical
aspects.

As the need for English ability increases in all fields of
activities and endeavours, the educational
environment these days in Japan and internationally
increasingly recognizes the importance of spoken
English. Accordingly, there is an ever growing demand
for teaching material and the development of
corresponding effective teaching methods.

Film as language learning material deservedly demands
attention, as there can be found in the fabric of the
time—and-space continuum of film a wealth of
teaching tools, of vocabulary and realistic dialogues,
information on cultures and societies, and relevant
and compelling thematic content for thoughtful
consideration and classroom discussion, all wrapped in
an appealing visual presentation, thus providing a
teaching resource without rival.

Indeed, film, as it has recorded for posterity sights and
sounds, and thoughts and feelings, of times past in
some 40 or 50,000 titles, and is continuing to do so in
an ever expanding and more and more readily available
library, can be regarded as a treasure store and
cultural heritage of humanity. ATEM, founded
coincidentally in the same year as the centennial of
the birth of film, acknowledges and embraces these
points, and, in the efforts and accomplishments of its
members, supports and advances research in film as

an educational tool for language learning.

Activities of ATEM members include

1. creation of a concordance database of film and film
vocabulary,

2. selection of films for teaching material and
evaluation of their usefulness,

3. development of techniques of classroom instruction
using films and evaluation of their effectiveness, and
4. investigations and reports on copyright and related
issues. The results of the research activities are
presented at ATEM conferences and published in the
ATEM academic journal and other media.

In fraternal cooperation and collaboration with STEM
(The Society of Teaching English through Media) in
Korea, ATEM supports and encourages international
exchanges. Through a wide exchange of knowledge
and experiences in an international and global
Information Age, and through the production,
collection, and evaluation of material and techniques,
ATEM hopes to make its small contribution to the
enhancement of the world of research, to language
education, and to society in general.

We welcome anyone who shares and endorses these
ideals, regardless of ability in Japanese language, to

join our group.
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